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Riverfront u|t costs clty 330

State’s top court says Detroit must pay former landowners

By Davin Fosar
The Debronit News
DETROTT — Az the week cele-
brating the Detroil dverfoont oom-
chisded, U ity got somi bad news:
It will have to pay as muoch & $30
million to former property cwners
along & sretch of the RiverWalk.
Om Taesday, the Michigin Su-
Loopreqse Court issued poonc-pags or-
der saying it foond no grounds o
hear the citys appeal of a 2004
- Wayne  County jury vendict that

awarded the Deteokt Plasa Limited
Fartnership 25 million in compen-
saton for the city's taking of their
six-gcre tract.

Altorney  Jerome  Pesick, who
represented the property owners,
£aid huls clents wanted to keop their
land vintil the market was right,

“Thery wanted to develop it just
like {what} is gring on along the riv-
erright nowy” Pesick sabd Thuwrsdapy
noting mwvesters are now boilding
fusnry comios that ace selling for as

mch a2 315 million.

Tz lJund, just east of the Rendis-
sance Center, Iz been ineorpombed
hllﬂi[:lu'hnmrﬁi‘iﬂrdmailapart
af the 3.5 mile Bast RiverWalk.

Clty spokesman Matt Allen on
Thursday said the oty is still decid-

- ing its next atep. “What we are going

to dio neew is intermally talk about
this judgment and conadder our op-
tions,” he sajd.

The maling came near the s of
the Detroit  International  River

Daye, a sixday festival whicl
rnarked the openingof the Eae Riv.
erialk.

In pelddifiom, the city 18 wrapping
up roughly £30 million in surphes
property siles that Mayor Ewame
KEilpstrick said iz needed o halanes
the budgal.

Allen said it was unclear what |

impact the roling eoald Beaeson the
burdget.

Plages goe Riverfeont, Page 5B

Riverfront
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Beotore ﬂ!ﬂmmm.l m
the jary, the Detroit Plaza Limited
Partnership agreed
mediation awird of $20 milion
for their parcels, bat the city re-
jected that reppmmendation.

At trial, the city sndd the Jand
wwmh$m5nﬁﬂiun.ntﬂ-r=ﬂm
landeners poagEed the value at
$31 milllon. The &ity injtiated the
Tawreucit I 000 s it tried 1o oo
ralate ind for a later-scuttled

r

phnmhuulmumum
the Detrodl River

Fealek prtimated the total the
ity will have o pay has grown o
sboat $£30 million, which includes
atborney fees and interest, -

O Thursday, nsers of the Riv-

o accépt & erWalk were nohplussed the city

might nead to pay $13 million
mora than what thiyhad hoped to
for the land. ;

Tt erdght secm Hie a bad deal
now, bt in the end, 1 think paople
will see the benedt of this peck,”
Genernl botors Comp. emphoves
Earen Tatwm =aid while strolling
wlong the Riverialk .
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Redeveloping the Detrait riv-
erfront has been a sticking polnt
Tor the city for years as plan afer
plan failed b taks hald.

In 1008, then-Mayor Dennks
Archer sadd the area would be
med as A cating districl. Detroft
tried to iy up the land it eould,
and when it was unable to pér-

The Detroit Plaza Limited

Partnership was one group that |
refiead to accept the cits offer.

“This lawsnit is one of the big-

gest in a bong lioe of missteps that |

took place alopg the river before
this administration came to of-
fice”, Allen sald, noting at one
point even the sasinos had 4 §150
millinn lewswit againg the city:
Fou can reoeh Damiid focrr of

{3130 222 2073 or dipaerid dat-
RO,
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